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After a month of feverish maneuvering, which DeZAn OB F0 Febiuddly ik
with the ouster of General Naglb, the political situation in EEYPT 5
appears to be unchanged in at least WO major aspecis. Qalaﬁai Hasy ﬁQ

and the Revolutionary Command Council are again back in top position,
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with renewed determimation to carpy out their "Revolution" without

compromising with political'factions. General Nagib is also back as

- a figurehead for the regime. His prestige is less; his poesition

Three new factors have been introduced into tgé“s@@ﬁb@- as a .t

- somewhat weakened. He is apparently 111. Nagib ret&}ns, however, j
% ‘ 7 : No NTN

' considerable popular following. i éﬁ Qgﬂxéf |
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resul of the month-long struggle for power between r and Eagxbcgtaab %
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to civil government, and some of their leadérs who had been under arrest
were released. Most of the leaders of the ultrapationalistic Waifd and
the religious nationalistic Moslem Brotherhood are now at liberty.
Secondly, there has been 2 general increase of activity'among_both
civilian and military extremists and gpportunists as 2 result of the
over-all loss of prestige by thé RCC and by Nagib, And finally, more
popular frustration has been generated by the postponement of a return
to civil government.

The Nagib-Nasr contest represents the clash between tné authori-
tarian Revolutionary Council and‘the popular forcés demanaing a return
to parliamentary goverpmeni. prtil it is resolved there c#u ne no
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possible. At the moment Nagib appears on the decline phbysically and
prestige-wise. Opposition elements, however, may éontinue to use him
as a rallying>point. |

The rise of Nasr poses all the problems inherent in a military
dictatorship. Nasr and the Revolutionary Council are unpopular and
lack widespread support. Even in the armed forces certain groups,
particularly among the cavalry and artillery, are believed oﬁposed to
continuation of the Revolutionary Council's rule.

1f Nasr succeeds in establishing himself firmly and absolutely.
in power, _he will ;nake a concerted
effort to reach an agreement with Britain on the Suez base. with full
concefpproysd kar Release A000/QE280:: c1ARDPY 9RA0800:A000300010008+5: to
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coutrol gerrorist activities in the 3u§a Canal mone aug ihus resiove

arder and permit‘Britss.:m to approsch the conlfersnce table. _

25X6

o~ A Ty e - .
QAR LIGGRTY
i

Settlement of the Suez question would provide the Revo
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council with arp important poliiical victory which

Only then can the regiluwe zitempt fv tecsle the deep econcmic

; wvhich coniront 1it.
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